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UBS CALL 
By Jacob Brady 

 
 
 
On July 11th, it was announced that UBS had actioned their August call and will be redeeming 
their Additional Tier 1 (AT1) securities at a price of $100.00. This is a great outcome for 
noteholders who bought these securities as low as $87 when IAM first released our Buy 
recommendation. Below is a summary of the events that took place and the basis of IAM's strong 
conviction in this trade. In fact, the UBS notes had less than 1.5 years to call (March 2023 – August 
2024) and UBS had never missed a call before (either AT1 or T2), further strengthening our 
conviction to form a Buy recommendation. 
 
Credit Suisse's collapse in March last year sent shockwaves through the global financial system. 
This was understandable given that Credit Suisse was one of Switzerland’s top lenders, had been 
operating for 167 years, and had previously weathered the Global Financial Crisis. Credit Suisse 
eventually found itself in a crisis that led to its acquisition by rival UBS, facilitated by the Swiss 
state to avert a global financial crisis. 
 
One of the fallouts from this was that Credit Suisse's Additional Tier 1 (AT1) securities were 
written off despite shareholders retaining some value. The deal was put together at immense 
speed to restore confidence across the European banking sector. Nonetheless, the decision to 
write down the AT1s to zero led to an aggressive sell-off in the wider European bank AT1 market. 
Our Head of Credit Strategy, Matt Macreadie, saw this as an overreaction by the market, with 
similar European banks being affected by a 'guilty by association' scenario, rather than anything 
specific to their credit profiles, including UBS. 
 
The UBS 4.375% AT1 security was caught up in this sell-off, with the outright yield on these 
securities widening from 8% to 18% on the events (effectively doubling the yield). This situation 
demonstrated that in a dislocated market, the quantum of the bid often dictates the price. IAM 
saw this as an opportunity for investors to take advantage of the heavy sell-off in the European 
perpetual securities sector while the market was dislocated. 
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The IAM team’s UBS recommendation was based on the following points: 
 

• UBS had always been a much stronger credit than Credit Suisse. 
• The Credit Suisse AT1s that were written off were sub-investment grade, whereas UBS's 

were rated BBB-. 
• Credit Suisse's problems began to intensify in Q4 2022, with significant outflows of 

deposits and assets under management, putting it on a downward trajectory before the 
crisis. 

• The UBS bonds had a high coupon reset margin if they decided not to call, incentivizing 
them to avoid. 

• Post the Credit Suisse/UBS merger, UBS is considered both a Global Systemically 
Important Bank (G-SIB) and a Domestic Systemically Important Bank (D-SIB). 

 
The chart below shows the UBS sell-off in yields in March 2023 and the rebound once the call has 
been announced: 

 

 
 
Source: Bloomberg 
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Holding Period Return for investment of $100,000 from Matt Macreadie’s call last year in 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With the events playing out as they have, investors were able to achieve 22% returns in an 
investment-grade-rated security, which is a rare occurrence. We are very pleased with the call 
announcement – the trade was certainly not without risk, and we are thankful for clients like 
yourself who had the confidence to follow our recommendation. 

 
 

 

 Settlement  Date Face Value Price Gross AUD 
Purchase 24-Apr-23  $  100,000.00  86.000 -$   86,678.80  
Coupon 27-Aug-23  $  100,000.00    $      2,187.50  
Coupon 27-Feb-24  $  100,000.00    $      2,187.50  
Sale 14-Jul-24  $  100,000.00  100.000  $  101,658.65  

    TOTAL  $    19,354.85  
 Holding Period Return  22.329% 

 Total Return    18.337% 
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Research Report Disclosure 
 
IAM Capital Markets Limited (AFSL 283119) (‘IAM Capital Markets’) is a financial service business and provides general financial product advice 
only. As a result, this document, the Content and the Reports are not intended to provide financial product advice and must not be relied upon 
or construed as such. IAM Capital Markets does not express any opinion on the future or expected value of any financial product and does not 
explicitly or implicitly recommend or suggest an investment strategy of any kind. The Content and the Reports provided in this document have 
been prepared based on available data to which IAM Capital Markets have access. Neither the accuracy of that data nor the research 
methodology used to produce the Content and Reports can be or is guaranteed or warranted. Some of the research used to create the 
Content and the Reports is based on past performance. Past performance is not an indicator of future performance. Any forecasts are 
predictive in character and based on specified assumptions generally available at the time and no reliance should be placed on the accuracy 
of any forecast information. The actual results may differ substantially from the forecasts and are subject to change without further notice. The 
data generated by the research in the Content or the Reports is based on research methodology that has limitations; and some of the 
information in the Content or the Reports is based on information from third parties. IAM Capital Markets does not guarantee the currency of 
the Content or the Reports. If you would like to assess the currency, you should compare the Content or the Reports with more recent 
characteristics and performance of the assets mentioned within it.  
You acknowledge that investment can give rise to substantial risk and a product mentioned in the Content or the Reports may not be suitable 
to you. The Content and Reports have been provided or made available by IAM Capital Markets without taking account of your objectives, 
financial situation, and needs. IAM Capital Markets strongly recommends that you seek independent accounting, financial, taxation, and legal 
advice, tailored to your specific objectives, financial situation or needs, prior to making any investment decision. Neither IAM Capital Markets, 
nor any of its directors, authorised representatives, employees, or agents, makes any representation or warranty as to the reliability, accuracy, 
or completeness, of the Content and Reports. Nor does IAM Capital Markets accept any liability or responsibility arising in any way (including 
negligence) for errors in, or omissions from the Content and Reports. IAM Capital Markets, its staff and related parties earn fees and revenue 
from dealing in the securities as principal or otherwise and may have an interest in any securities mentioned in this document. Any reference to 
credit ratings of companies, entities or financial products must only be relied upon by a ‘wholesale client’ as that term is defined in section 
761G of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth). IAM Capital Markets does not provide tax advice and is not a registered tax agent or tax (financial) 
advisor, nor are any of IAM Capital Markets’ staff or authorised representatives. IAM Capital Markets does not make a market in the securities 
or products that may be referred to in this document.  
An investment in notes, corporate bonds, syndicated loans, or any debt instrument should not be compared to a bank deposit. Notes, 
corporate bonds, syndicated loans, or any debt instrument have a greater risk of loss of some or all an investor’s capital when compared to 
bank deposits. IAM Capital Markets is not licensed to provide foreign exchange hedging or deal in foreign exchange contracts services. IAM 
Capital Markets may quote to you an estimated yield when you purchase a bond. This yield may be calculated by IAM Capital Markets on 
either A) a yield to maturity date basis; or B) a yield to early redemption date basis. Some bond issuances include multiple early redemption 
dates and prices, therefore the realised yield earned by you on the bond may differ from the yield estimated or quoted by IAM Capital Markets 
at the time of your purchase.  
To the extent IAM Capital Markets has utilised research from BondAdvisor, the following Disclaimer applies. BondAdviser has acted on 
information provided to it and our research is subject to change based on legal offering documents. This research is for informational 
purposes only. We note that this security offering is only being made to investors who are not retail clients under the Corporations Act nor 
located outside Australia This information discusses general market activity, industry or sector trends, or other broad-based economic, market 
or political conditions and should not be construed as research or investment advice. The Content of this Report is not intended to provide 
financial product advice and must not be relied upon as such. The Content and the Reports are not and shall not be construed as financial 
product advice. The statements and/or recommendations on this web application, the Content and/or the Reports are our opinions only. We 
do not express any opinion on the future or expected value of any Security and do not explicitly or implicitly recommend or suggest an 
investment strategy of any kind. The Content and Reports provided have been prepared based on available data to which we have access. 
Neither the accuracy of that data nor the methodology used to produce the Report can be guaranteed or warranted. Some of the research 
used to create the Content is based on past performance. Past performance is not an indicator of future performance. We have taken all 
reasonable steps to ensure that any opinion or recommendation is based on reasonable grounds. The data generated by the research is 
based on methodology that has limitations; and some of the information in the Reports is based on information from third parties. We do not 
guarantee the currency of the Report. If you would like to assess the currency, you should compare the Reports with more recent 
characteristics and performance of the assets mentioned within it. You acknowledge that investment can give rise to substantial risk and a 
product mentioned in the Reports may not be suitable to you. You should obtain independent advice specific to your particular circumstances, 
make your own enquiries and satisfy yourself before you make any investment decisions or use the Report for any purpose. This Report 
provides general information only. There has been no regard whatsoever to your own personal or business needs, your individual 
circumstances, your own financial position or investment objectives in preparing the information. We do not accept responsibility for any loss 
or damage, however caused (including through negligence), which you may directly or indirectly suffer in connection with your use of this 
Report, nor do we accept any responsibility for any such loss arising out of your use of, or reliance on, information contained on or accessed 
through this Report. 

 
© 2024 IAM Group | Income Asset Management Group Limited ABN 42 010 653 862 (ASX: IAM) and wholly owned subsidiaries, IAM Capital 
Markets Ltd ABN 86 111 273 048 AFSL 283119, IAM Cash Markets Pty Ltd ACN 164 806 357 as corporate authorised representative (no. 
001295506) of AFSL 283119, Trustees Australia Limited ABN 63 010 579 058 AFSL 260038 and IAM Funds ABN 54 643 600 088, together the 
IAM Group. 

 
The information in this website is for general information purposes only and does not purport to contain all matters relevant to any particular 
or financial instrument. It is not intended to be a recommendation, offer or invitation to purchase, sell or otherwise deal in securities or other 
investments. Before making any decision in respect to a financial product, you should read the relevant Financial Services Guide and Product 
Disclosure Statement available from IAM Group  https://www.incomeam.com and seek independent and specific advice from an appropriately 
qualified professional. IAM Group shall not be liable for any errors, omissions, defects or misrepresentations in the information or for any loss 
or damage (whether direct or indirect) suffered by persons who use or rely on the information contained here. 

 


